COMMON THREAD

August 9, 2019

Gathering Music
Welcome
Breathing + Heartbeat drum
Prayer

from the New Zealand Prayer Book

Lord, it is night. The night is for stillness. Let us be still in the presence of God.

It is night after a long day. What has been done has been done; what has not been
done has not been done; let it be. The night is dark. Let our fears of the darkness
of the world and of our own lives rest in you. The night is quiet. Let the quietness
of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have no peace. The night heralds
the dawn. Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities.
In your name we pray. Amen.
Song: You Can Close Your Eyes

James Taylor

Well the sun is surely sinking down, but the moon is slowly rising.
So this old world must still be spinning round and I still love you.
So close your eyes, you can close your eyes, it's all right.
I don't know no love songs and I can't sing the blues anymore.
But I can sing this song and you can sing this song when I'm gone.
It won't be long before another day, we gonna have a good time.
And no one's gonna take that time away. You can stay as long as you like.
So close your eyes, you can close your eyes, it's all right.
I don't know no love songs and I can't sing the blues anymore.
But I can sing this song and you can sing this song when I'm gone.

Reflection
Song: I Still Haven't Found What I'm Looking For
U2
I have climbed highest mountain
I have run through the fields
But I still haven't found what I'm looking for
Only to be with you
Only to be with you
I believe in the kingdom come
Then all the colors will bleed into one
I have run
Bleed into one
I have crawled
Well yes I'm still running
I have scaled these city walls
These city walls
You broke the bonds and you
Only to be with you
Loosed the chains
Carried the cross
But I still haven't found what I'm looking for Of my shame
Of my shame
I have kissed honey lips
You know I believed it
Felt the healing in her fingertips
It burned like fire
But I still haven't found what I'm looking for
This burning desire

I have spoke with the tongue of angels
I have held the hand of a devil
It was warm in the night
I was cold as a stone
Prayers

Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

Prayer of St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

Song: Shower The People

James Taylor

You can play the game and you can act out the part,
even though you know it wasn't written for you.
Tell me, how can you stand there with your broken heart
ashamed of playing the fool?
One thing can lead to another; it doesn't take any sacrifice.
Oh, father and mother, sister and brother, if it feels nice, don't think twice,
Just shower the people you love with love, show them the way that you feel.
Things are gonna work out fine if you only will do as I say,
just Shower the people you love with love, show them the way you feel.
Things are gonna be much better if you only will.
You can run but you cannot hide, this is widely known.
Tell me, what you plan to do with your foolish pride
when you're all by yourself, alone.
Once you tell somebody the way that you feel, you can feel it beginning to ease.
I think it's true what they say about the squeaky wheel always getting the grease.
Refrain
Shower the people you love with love, show them the way that you feel.
They say in every life, they say the rain must fall, just like pouring rain, make it rain,
make it rain, love, love, love is sunshine,
Things are gonna be just fine if you only will

Final prayer

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night,
and give your angels charge over those who sleep.
Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the
suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen.

The Final Blessing, The Peace, and Dinner

WE HOPE YOU FIND YOURS HERE
Here is a place that is ancient and new, a faith that we hold going back to Jesus, back to his
spiritual ancestors, back to those who walked the earth and found holy ground. And what
we do is often based on really ancient patterns—worship and music; loving service to the
poor, the hurting, the lonely; working for justice and peace; lively, fearless education and
formation of minds and souls. And that faith is also completely contemporary, engaged in
the culture and the needs of the moment.
WHAT WE ARE FOR
The dignity and worth of every person. An open minded, passionate commitment to truth.
The importance of everyone’s own spiritual journey. God’s friends wherever we find them.
Seeking Christ in every person who comes through the door. The sacredness of life’s rites
of passage. The value of community. The hard work necessary to make sure that all are
welcomed. Telling the truth about life’s challenges. A “user-friendly” church experience.
Children, youth and families. We believe that God is love, and we pray that God will use us
to spread that love.
WHAT WE ARE AGAINST
Claiming to have all the answers. Elitism and exclusivism, especially in church. Bigotry for
any reason. Authoritarianism. Indifference to injustice and suffering. Certitude in the face
of ambiguity and superficial answers to hard questions. Boring sermons, bad music and
general cluelessness. (So, God help us, because we don’t always avoid these!)
WHAT WE VALUE
Community, open hearts, open minds, open arms. Faith. Fortitude. Staying current, but
equally staying rooted in tradition. Reason and honesty. Civic responsibility. Debate that
allows for mutual respect. Music and beauty for their own sake. Joy in God’s creation.
Anyone who makes an effort to get to know and follow Jesus.
WELCOME!
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