LESSONS & CAROLS
DECEMBER 27, 2020
Thank you for joining us for streaming worship at this time.
Stay connected with us through our website www.stdcv.org.

Organ Prelude
Hymn:

Once in Royal David’s City

The Bidding
Beloved in Christ, we gather this first Sunday of Christmas in our care and
delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels; in heart and
mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and
the Babe lying in a manger.
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God
from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought
us by this Holy Child; and let us make this Sanctuary, dedicated to St. Dunstan,
glad with our carols of praise:
But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill
over all the earth; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build,
and for our nation and its leaders, for our state and our community. And
because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in
his name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the
sick in body and in mind and them that mourn; the isolated, the lonely and the
unloved; the aged and the little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or
who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
Last, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon
another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we
for evermore are one.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Holy One, in the words
which Christ himself has taught us:

Irby

All

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life:
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.
Amen

Lesson 1: Genesis 3:8-15

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the
man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to
the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent
tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord God said to the serpent,
‘Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.’

Anthem: Remember, thou, O man
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Thomas Ravenscroft

Lesson 2: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The prophet fortells the coming of the Savior

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Hymn:

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came

Gabriel’s Message
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Lesson 3: Isaiah 11:1-3a; 4a; 6-9

The Peace that Christ will bring is foreshown

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

Anthem: Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming
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Es ist ein Ros

Lesson 4: Luke 2:1; 3-7

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.

Hymn: Good Christians friends, rejoice

Lesson 5: Luke 2:8-16

In dulci jubilo

The shepherds go to the manger

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock

by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger.

Anthem: In the Bleak Midwinter

Cranham
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Lesson 6: John 1:1-14

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Hymn:
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O Come All Ye Faithful

Adeste fideles

Closing Collect and Blessing
Officiant The Lord be with you.
All
And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.
O God, who gives us gladness with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your
only son, Jesus Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer,
so we may, with sure confidence, behold him, when he shall come to be our judge;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.
Amen.
Officiant May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly,
fill you with peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature;
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn:

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Mendelssohn

Organ Postlude

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is the Christmas Eve service held in King's College Chapel.
The Festival was introduced in 1918 to bring a more imaginative approach to worship.
It was first broadcast in 1928, and continues to be broadcast worldwide each year from Cambridge, UK,
on Christmas Eve. Please sit back and journey with St. Dunstan’s through our own Service of Lessons and
Carols. In the readings and the carols, may you encounter the Christ Child.

St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church celebrates God’s diverse creation
and strives to build an inclusive community that welcomes everyone, no matter age, gender, sexual identity,
culture, ethnicity, economic status, or ability.
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WE HOPE YOU FIND YOURS HERE

Here is a place that is ancient and new, a faith that we hold going back to Jesus, back to his
spiritual ancestors, back to those who walked the earth and found holy ground. And what we do is
often based on really ancient patterns—worship and music; loving service to the poor, the hurting,
the lonely; working for justice and peace; lively, fearless education and formation of minds and
souls. And that faith is also completely contemporary, engaged in the culture and the needs of the
moment.

WHAT WE ARE FOR
The dignity and worth of every person. An open minded, passionate commitment to truth. The
importance of everyone’s own spiritual journey. God’s friends wherever we find them. Seeking
Christ in every person who comes through the door. The sacredness of life’s rites of passage. The
value of community. The hard work necessary to make sure that all are welcomed. Telling the
truth about life’s challenges. A “user-friendly” church experience. Children, youth and families. We
believe that God is love, and we pray that God will use us to spread that love.

WHAT WE ARE AGAINST
Claiming to have all the answers. Elitism and exclusivism, especially in church. Bigotry for any
reason. Authoritarianism. Indifference to injustice and suffering. Certitude in the face of
ambiguity and superficial answers to hard questions. Boring sermons, bad music and general
cluelessness. (So, God help us, because we don’t always avoid these!)

WHAT WE VALUE
Community, open hearts, open minds, open arms. Faith. Fortitude. Staying current, but equally
staying rooted in tradition. Reason and honesty. Civic responsibility. Debate that allows for mutual
respect. Music and beauty for their own sake. Joy in God’s creation. Anyone who makes an effort
to get to know and follow Jesus.

WELCOME!
Originally written by the people of St. Bartholomew’s, New York, this statement has been modified for our use with their permission.

8

